Teaching notes:

Reciprocal reading

Reciprocal reading is a reading comprehension strategy for independent readers. The short stories in this unit can be used in literacy lessons as follows:

The students work in groups of about 6. A group leader is chosen. Teachers can make prompt cards /strips for the group leader. The four stages are:

1.  Predicting

Group leader says:

Look at the book cover / Look at the headings.

What do you think this story will be about? Who do you think will be in the story?

2.  Reading

The text is divided up into sections, e.g. a paragraph, a page or a chapter. The teacher can help decide how the text is to be broken up.

Group leader says:

“Let’s read the first section.” The section can be read in any of the following ways:

· individually, (silently)

· aloud with a partner

· together as a whole group

3.  Clarifying

 Group leader says:

“Were there any words you didn’t understand?”

4.  Summarizing

Group leader says:

“Would you someone please give me a sentence to summarize this passage?”

 “What are the most important facts in this paragraph?”
5.  Questioning

In order to make sure everyone has understood the passage, questions can be asked starting with ‘who, what, when, where, why’. The group leader can ask the questions, or the whole group can come up with questions.
e.g.

What happened in the story?

Why did it happen?

What were the most important ideas?

Who were the main characters in the story?

Where did the story take place?

Now repeat the process, continuing with the next section of the story or chapter.
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Group leader prompt strips
1. Predicting

“Look at the book cover / Look at the headings.

What do you think this book will be about? Who do you think will be in the story?”
___________________________________________
2. Reading

“Let’s read the first section, from… to… ”
___________________________________________
3. Clarifying

 “Were there any words you didn’t understand?”
___________________________________________
4. Summarizing

 “Would someone please give me a sentence to summarize this passage?”

“What are the most important facts in this paragraph?”
_________________________________________

5. Questioning

“Let’s now think of some questions we can ask starting with…Who… What… When… Where… Why…
___________________________________________
